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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH E promoting ufeful Knowledge in 
general, and fuch branches thereof in 
particular, as may bemore immediately 
ferviceable to the Britifh Colonies, being the 
exprefs purpofe for which the American Phi- 
losophical Society was inftimted ; the Publi- 
cation ot fuch curious and ufeful Papers, as 
may, from time to time, be communicated to 
them, becomes, of courfe, one material part 
of their defign. 

As foon, therefore, as the Society judged 
that they had received a fufficient Number of 
Commimications for a Volume, they appointed 
a Committee, to aflift the Secretaries, in fe- 
ledting out ot them fuch as might be moft 
proper for the public view. A.nd for their 
direction in the execution of this trufi:, the 
two following Rules were given, viz. 

Firfi^ « That the grounds of the Commit- 
" tee's choice of Papers for the Prefs, fhould 
" always be, the importance or fingularity of 
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*' the fubjeds, or the advantageous manner of 
treating them, without pretending to anfwer, 
or to make the Society anfwerable, for the 
certainty of the fa<3:s, or propriety of the 
alonings, contained in the feveral Papers 
fo publiflied, which muft ft ill reft on the 

" credit or judgment of their refpedivc 

" Authors. 

Secondfyy " That neither the Society, 
" nor the Committee of the Prefs, do ever 
" give their opinion as a body, upon any 
** paper they may pubHfli, or upon any fub- 
" jed of Art or Nature that comes before 
" them/' 

These Rules were adopted from the Rules 
of that illuftrious Sodv the Royal Society oi 
London, whofe example the American Philo- 
sophical Society think it their honor to lollow, 
in their endeavours for enlarging the Sphere of 
Knov/lcdge and ufeful Arts. And though, in 
Countries where the Arts and all ufciul Im- 
provements have arrived almoft at their ma- 
turity, the following Work may fcarce be con- 
fidered as a mite thrown into the common 
treafury ; yet here, where they are but in their 
infancy, it may be received as fome acceilion 
to our fmaller Stock. 



